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TOWN OF TROY 
 

REGULATIONS GOVERNING ADULT-ORIENTED BUSINESSES 
 

A D O PT E D  M A R C H  1 3 ,  2 0 0 1  
 
 
 
I .  PURPOS E  AND  IN T EN T 
 

I t  i s  the purpose of th i s  regulat ion  to  es tab l i sh  reasonable and  uniform provis ion s in  
accordance wi th  R SA  674 :16  &  17  to  regulate the secondary  effects  of sexual ly-
or ien ted  bus ines ses  w i th in  the Town of Troy  in  the in terest s  of publ ic heal th ,  safety  
and  welfare,  inc lud ing  bu t  no t l i m i ted  to :  p ro tect ion  of proper ty  values ; separat ion  of 
incompat ib le land  use ; locat ion  of such  uses  relat ive to  pub l ic faci l i t ies ;  and  the 
prevent ion  of  b l igh t  and  cr ime .  
 
I t  i s  the in ten t of th i s  regulat ion  to  prevent prob lems tha t are common ly  assoc iated  
wi th  sexual ly-or ien ted  bus inesses .   F ur ther ,  th e provis ion s of th i s  regulat ion  have 
nei ther  the purpose nor  the effect of impo s in g  l im i ta t ion s or  restr ict ion s on  the 
content of any  commun icat ive mater ial s ,  inc lud ing  sexual ly-or ien ted  mater ial s ;  and  i t  
i s  no t  the in ten t nor  effect of th i s  regula t ion  to  restr ic t  o r  deny  access  by  adul t s  to  
sexual ly-or ien ted  mater ial s  pro tected  by  the F i rs t  Amend ment  of the Uni ted  S ta tes  
Con s t i tu t ion ,  or  to  deny access  by  the d i s tr ibu to rs  and  exhib i tors  of sexual ly-or ien ted  
mater ia ls  to  their  in tended  market .   I t  i s  ne i ther  the in ten t nor  effect of th is  regulat ion  
to  condone  or  leg i t i m ize  the  d i s tr ibu t ion  of  obscene mater ial .  
 
 

I I .  D EFIN TION S  
 
ADUL T B OOK S T OR E /V ID EO S T OR E  (hereinafter  known as  Adul t  Bus ines s):  A 
bus ines s  tha t  invo lves  the  d i sp lay ,  sa le  and /or  ren tal  of  adul t  pub l icat ion s ,  defined  as : 
 
Book s ,  magazines ,  per iod icals  or  o ther  pr in ted  mat ter ,  o r  photographs ,  f i lms ,  mo t ion  
p ictures ,  v ideo  casset te s ,  s l ides ,  tapes ,  records ,  compu ter  d i sk s ,  CD- RO M ’ s  or  o ther 
forms of audio-v ideo  representat ion s that meet the defin i t ion  of “harmful to  m inors” 
and/or  “ sexual  conduct”  as  se t  for th  in  R S A  571 -B:1 .  
 

 
I II .  APPLICA BILI TY 
 

W i th in  the Town of Troy , the on ly  adul t  bu s ines ses  tha t are permi t ted  are tho se tha t  
comp ly  w i th  the defin i t ion  con tained  in  Sect io n  II above .   No th ing  herein  shal l  be 
construed  to  permi t  the d i sp lay ,  sa le or  ren tal o f mater ial s  in  any  d i s tr ic t  that  wou ld  
o therwise  v io la te  s ta te  or  federal  law .  
 
 
 

IV .  WH ER E  A L LOW ED 
 

A .  Adul t  bu s inesses  shal l  on ly  be permi t ted  in  t he Highway Bu s ines s  D is tr ict  
along  Rou te 12 ,  by  S pecial Except ion  of the Board  of Adju s tmen t ,  sub ject  to  
Ar t ic le  XIII ,  C .2 . ,  and  the  fo l low ing  cond i t ion s :  
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1 .  No such  use shal l  be permi t ted  w i th in  2 ,000  feet of the proper ty  l ine of 
a church ,  cemetery ,  school ,  day  care center ,  any  pub l ic bu i ld ing s ,  o r  
the  V i l lage  D is tr ic t  zon ing  boundar ies .  

 
2 .  No such  use shal l  be permi t ted  w i th in  250  feet of a residen t ia l  p roper ty  

l ine .  
 

3 .  No adul t  bus ines s  sha l l  be permi t ted  wi th in  1 ,0 00  feet of another  such  
use ,  o r  w i th in  a  bu i ld ing  in  wh ich  such  a  u se  a lready  ex is t s .  

 
B .  T he d i s tance requirements  above shal l  be measured  in  a s traigh t l ine ,  w i thou t  

regard  to  in tervening  s tructures ,  from the clo sest  ex ter ior  s tructural wal l  or  
temporary  or  permanent  phy s ical  d iv ider  of  each  bus ines s .  

 
V .  ADDITIONA L  R EA S ONA B L E  R E Q U IR EM EN T S  

 
A .  T he P lann ing  Board  i s  empowered  hereunder  to  rev iew and  approve permi t  

appl icat ion s for  adul t  bus ines ses ,  and  impo se reasonable restr ic t ion s  for the 
fo llow ing : 
 
�  setbacks ,  buffer ing ,  ou tdoor  l igh t ing ,  park ing ; 
�  adequate ingress  and  egress  from the s i te off of and  onto  pub l ic roads  

pedestr ian  movement ;  
�  appropr iate  land scaping  and  bu i ld ing  aes the t ics ;  
�  s i te develop men t layou t ,  wh ich  may resu l t  i n  negat ive environmen tal  

impacts .  
 

B .  Notw i ths tand ing  addi t ional requirements  impo sed by  S i te P lan  Rev iew , the 
fo llow ing  prov is ion s  shal l  app ly :  

 
1 .  Se tbacks shal l  be cons is ten t w i th  those of the Highway Bus ines s  

Dis tr ict ,  and  bui ld ing s shal l  be su i tab ly  screened  by ei ther  vegetat ion  
or  some o ther  type ,  as  de termined  by  the P lan n ing  Board  dur ing  S i te  
P lan  Rev iew .  

 
2 .  No sexual ly  expl ic i t  o r  suggest ive ma ter ial s  or adver t i s ing  sha l l  be 

v is ib le  from  ou ts ide  the  bu i ld ing .  
 
3 .  No  pr iva te  v iew ing  roo ms  or  boo th s  sha l l  be  a l l owed . 

 
 

4 .  No more than  40% of the mater ial s  in  s tock  shal l  deal w i th  adul t  
pub l icat ion s as  defined  by the defin i t ion  of “ S exua l ly-Orien ted” in  
Art ic le XIX , Defin i t ion s (2001) .   Of the remain ing  60%,  ch i ldren’ s  
ma ter ia ls  shal l  n o t  be  inc luded . 

 
5. No other  use o ther  than  tho se defined  herein  sh al l  be permi t ted  in  the 

bu i ld ing(s)  or  on  the  proper ty .  


